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MOTHER TONGUE-BASED MULTILINGUAL EDUCATION
ASIA-PACIFIC SERIES
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Source: Adapted from Kosonen (2017)
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Mother tongue-based multilingual education is a realistic and 
cost-effective way to improve quality education for all and ensure 
respect for the diversity of communities.

IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND, HOW CAN YOU LEARN?
CHILDREN LEARN BETTER IN THEIR MOTHER TONGUE FIRST

Mother Tongue-Based Education
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40% 
of the world’s children 
don’t have the chance 

to learn in their 
mother tongue
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