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SYRIA 

Middle East Educations, Research, 

Training, and Support (MEERS) 

PROGRESSION AND DECISION-MAKING POINTS 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION. Students can opt 

to enter secondary level technical or vocational 

studies after completion of Grade 9, with technical 

education consisting of three additional years of 

study. Technical secondary education comprises 

the following branches: technical industrial, agricul-

tural, commercial, and technical education for girls. 

Technical secondary education also requires pass-

ing a final examination. Successful students are 

awarded a Technical Secondary Education Certifi-

cate (al-Shahâda al-Thânawiyya al-Fanniyya) and an 

occupation title of technician (Fanni). Students with 

a score of 70 percent and above on the final exam-

ination have access to university education in affili-

ated fields. Students with a lower score can enter a 

two-year intermediate institution (ma'ahid muta-

wassita). Graduates of nursing field receive a Nurs-

ing Certificate (al-Shahâda fi al-Tamridh).3 Vocation-

al education includes two or three years of study, 

based on the field. The vocational secondary edu-

cation branch includes industrial and vocational 

education for girls. A commercial field was offered  
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This brief is part of a larger study investigating interventions that support lower and upper secondary 

school aged youths’ transition through school to higher education (HE), to technical and vocational 

training (TVET), and/or to prepare youth (including out of school youth of secondary school age) to 

pursue career and livelihood pathways in 11 selected countries across the MENA region. This re-

search does not examine the quality of education, but rather, the knowledge and skills needed to 

make successful transitions. Therefore, this study focuses on support that wraps around general and 

technical education curricula.  



 

 

until 1992. Vocational programs lead to a Vocational Sec-

ondary Education Certificate (al-Shahâda al-Thânawiyya al-

Mihaniyya). Graduates receive a skilled-worker designa-

tion on completion. Vocational secondary education does 

not grant access to higher education.4  
 

CAREER COUNSELING. Historically, career counsel-

ing did not play an important role and was restricted 

mainly to the higher education sector and consisted of 

group-based training workshops and limited internship 

programs. Post-conflict, the situation has deteriorated 

further, with no overall plan or systematic approach in 

place for career counseling. Pre-war the government 

acknowledged the need to improve outcomes of the 

transition from education to employment, although the 

vast majority of the interventions targeted higher educa-

tion graduates or the unemployed population in general. 

Participants in the program to develop national employ-

ment offices and extend their employment and career 

guidance services were the Ministry of Social Affairs and 

Labor (MOSAL) and international donors, UNDP, ILO, 

EU. The Ministry of Higher Education with funding from 

EU initiated the Modernization of Vocational and Educa-

tional Training (MVET) project through its VET council. 

The program was to include modernizing the curriculum 

to incorporate skills training and internships in industry. 

Other ministerial initiatives designed to improve employ-

ability outcomes were considered: initiative that involve 

employers in the development of the curriculum and de-

velop a national virtual career guidance center in higher 

education.  

Due to the conflict situation, these initiatives were not 

applied into practice. Post-conflict, the creation of career 

guidance services at all levels of the education system 

faces numerous challenges: the lack of a culture of career 

planning, career choices being determined by exam 

grades and family and social pressure; lack of administra-

tive support on the part the government; inadequate in-

frastructure and lack of trained staff; lack of financial in-

vestment. In order to create a functional careers guidance 

service, careful planning and consultation of all relevant 

stakeholders are necessary.5 While career guidance at the 

secondary school level does not exist in any meaningful 

sense in Syria, an online guide, Career Path Step by Step6 

offers careers guidance and support. It includes resources 

for teachers and schools, but, overall, it is very generic in 

nature and does not focus on specific career interven-

tions. 

 

Support is offered by United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA), in the form of the Engaging Youth Project.7 

This program chronicles the individual support that ca-

reer guidance practitioners can offer to young refugees, 

aged 13 to 35, in supporting their transition from school 

to work.  

KEY STATISTICS. A majority of data for Syria are 

from before the civil war; however, they reveals some 

interesting trends. The most recent data are from net 

enrollment data from 2013 and show a significant differ-

ence between lower and upper secondary school enroll-

ment of almost 30 percent, while the enrollment rates 

between males and females are essentially the same.8 Sim-

ilarly, the out-of-school rates show that, before the civil 

war, there were over 30 percent more children of upper 

secondary school age out of school at 58 percent, com-

pared to around 20 percent out of lower secondary 

school.9 The attainment rates show more of a gender 

disparity, with 10 percent more males than females com-

pleting at least one level of secondary school.10 Finally, the 

dropout rates show a decline in lower secondary drop-

out in the year leading up to the civil war, decreasing 

from 38 percent dropout in 2008 to 33 percent in 2011.11  

 

 



 

 

 

TVET STATISTICS. Between 2011 and 2015, the number of students enrolled in vocational programs has decreased by 

more than half; however, this is likely due to the impact of the civil war on school enrollment.12 

Numerous systems-wide factors impact youth transitions and the interventions designed to support youth 

through this period. Notable strengths and weaknesses related to the general and technical education systems include:  
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Macro-environment factors impact the lived experiences and decision-making of secondary-age youth, including the 

political and economic context, conflict/crisis, demographics, environmental constraints, etc. A selection of key factors 

include:      



 

 

Interventions targeting the secondary school age group in Syria focus on:  

 

ENHANCE LEARNING & EDUCATION OUTCOMES. Programs offer curriculum development, enhance gov-

ernance, improve quality, and strengthen linkages with the market. Programs focus on improving access and quality of 

education through school rehabilitation, provision of accelerated learning and re-integrate out-of-school youth into the 

formal education system. Programs offer market-based vocational education through blended learning and innovative 

technologies to combine online and in-person instructions. 

 

ENHANCE ACCESS & LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. Programs provide intranet to support digital materials 

and virtual classrooms, facilitate social and emotional learning for students and their caregivers, and create child-

friendly safe spaces. There is collaboration with local education officials and civil society organizations to restore and 

provide proper learning environments, with basic education supplies for students.  

 

The following tables provide a non-exhaustive list of general education and TVET-focused interventions tar-

geting secondary school aged youth in Syria.  

KEY GENERAL SECONDARY EDUCATION AND FOUNDATIONAL SKILL 

DEVELOPMENT INTERVENTIONS 

The Syrian Education Program, DFID 

 

• Supports children’s return to learning in parallel (to government) to safe environments, ensure teachers are paid 

and receive training and support, and work on the psychological problems of vulnerable children. Operates in the 

Northeast and Northwest regions of Syria.17 

Injaz II Project, U.S. Department of State  
 

• Project provides remedial education, distance learning in IDP camps, social and emotional learning for children and 

their caregivers, and manages school rehabilitation to form child-friendly spaces, with the aim to support founda-

tional literacy and numeracy in both formal and informal education settings, including IDP camps. 

• Provides market-based vocational education through blended learning, and innovative technologies to combine 

online and in-person instruction. 18 

Engaging Youth Project, UNRWA  

 

• Offers continuing education – including TVET, career guidance, business development, and life-skills to Palestinian 

youth aged 17 to 33 to support their transition from school to work.  

• Operated 12 youth centers in Syria, 10 of which remain operational, providing youth a space for culture, art, and 

sport.19,20 



 

 

Education Programs in Syria, UNICEF  
 

• Focused on improving access and quality of education through school rehabilitation, teacher training, provision of 

accelerated learning and re-integrate into the formal education system.  

• Offers alternative learning programs for out-of-school children with no access to formal education to bring them 

back into the education system.  

• Addresses the critical lack of education supplies and economic barriers to parents enrolling their children in 

school.21 

KEY SECONDARY-LEVEL TVET AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT        

INTERVENTIONS 
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