
 
Preliminary USAID Higher Education Learning Agenda Themes 

Five major themes were identified through consultations with USAID Washington, USAID missions, and external 
stakeholders that will direct questions under the forthcoming USAID Higher Education Learning Agenda. 

Theme 1: Strengthen management and financing of systems and institutions 
Good management and adequate financing are essential for teaching, research, and outreach to be effective. Six 
subthemes have been identified under this theme: (A) strengthening administration, management, and governance; (B) 
strengthening financial sustainability; (C) strengthening regulation, accreditation, and quality assurance; (D) strengthening 
HE partnerships and networks; (E) institutional differentiation (e.g., vocational/technical training vs. research) within the 
higher education value chain; and (F) expanding and strengthening HEI infrastructure and facilities. 

Theme 2: Strengthen teaching and learning programs 
Learning is at the core of higher education. Nine subthemes related to this theme have been identified: (A) assessing and 
addressing skill requirements of the labor market; (B) strengthening curricula for relevance and quality; (C) improving 
teaching methods for effectiveness through student-centered learning, classroom and laboratory instruction, experiential 
learning, ICT, and distance and online learning programs; (D) improvement in assessment of student performance; (E) 
reconfiguration of degrees, majors, specializations, joint and dual degrees, and non-degree options; (F) development of 
new learning modes and services such as micro-credentials, digital badges, and unbundling degrees; (G) strengthening 
faculty development and pedagogical support services; (H) strengthening and expanding entrepreneurship training; and (I) 
strengthening and expanding capacity to develop soft skills. 

Theme 3: Strengthen research and innovation 
Higher education is an important generator of knowledge and of innovations for improving human well-being and 
preserving the natural environment. Five subthemes related to research and innovation have been identified: (A) 
strengthening research agenda-setting processes; (B) strengthening the role of universities in the development and 
functioning of national and international innovation ecosystems; (C) strengthening and expanding technology 
development and commercialization; (D) expanding research funding and fund-seeking capacity; and (E) strengthening 
and expanding capacity for policy analysis. 

Theme 4: Strengthen HEI outreach and engagement 
Beyond the campus, higher education institutions (HEIs) become agents of development through outreach and 
engagement with communities, businesses, and governments.  Five subthemes have been identified: (A) strengthening 
HEI capacity to provide services and products to civil society, private sector, and government; (B) strengthening HEIs as 
hubs of local knowledge; (C) strengthening HEI as conveners; (D) strengthening HEIs’ connection to secondary and 
post-secondary systems and institutions (e.g., TVETs); and (E) strengthening capacity of HEIs to mitigate and respond to 
crises and extremism. 

Theme 5: Improve access, equity, and student success 
Socio-economic inequality and discrimination are barriers that must be overcome so that all subpopulations of potential 
students can participate in and receive the full benefit of higher education. Seven subthemes related to student access, 
equity, and success have been identified: (A) expanding and strengthening gender awareness and women's 
empowerment; (B) expanding and strengthening education for individuals with disabilities, and indigenous and 
marginalized subpopulations; (C) scholarships; (D) student exchanges; (E) strengthening and expanding student services 
such as academic remediation, counseling, and career development; (F) strengthening and expanding youth leadership 
development; and (G) degree/program completion rates and GPA at completion. 

 


