
 

 

  

 LHC significantly improved students’ perceptions of the safety and supportiveness of their schools, as well as 
their reading and math skills, after one year of implementation in two cohorts of schools. One year in a Healing 
Classroom provided the equivalent of 3.9 extra months of Congolese schooling in reading instruction and 10.3 
extra months of Congolese schooling in math instruction. 

 However, LHC did not significantly improve children’s mental health or experiences of victimization in either 
cohort of schools. LHC focused on building a safe and supportive, as well as predictable and cooperative, school 
environment. This strategy may not have been enough to improve the social-emotional skills and processes that 
promote mental health and prevent victimization. 

 All impacts faded out as the program expanded to additional schools in the second year.  

 

  



The integrated curricular materials were developed in collaboration with MEPSP 
curriculum experts. The content of the materials reflects the national standards 
for each grade level, and includes foundational reading, writing, math, and social-
emotional content.  

Integrated 
Curriculum 

Teachers participated in an intensive 10-day initial training and subsequently took 
part in continuous in-service training, known as Teacher Learning Circles (TLCs). 
TLCs are rooted in the MEPSP’s Cellule de Base de Formation et Encadrement 
(Basic Unit for Training and Coaching), a practice that started in the DRC in 1984. 
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