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Objectives
For participants to:

• Understand why comprehension is taught 
orally to beginning readers

• Read Alouds

– Know how to plan a scope and sequence for 
read-alouds while students are learning to 
decode

– Understand how to develop purposeful 
instruction with read-alouds
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The Simple View of Reading 
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The Simple View of Reading
• Important research to inform early reading 

instruction; a formula:

• Decoding is the ability to read familiar and 
unfamiliar words accurately

• Language comprehension is the ability to 
understand oral or written language

• Reading comprehension requires both

Decoding Language 
ComprehensionX = Reading

Comprehension



5© 2016 Readsters, LLC 5

The Simple View of Reading and 
Early Reading Instruction

1. Before children know how to decode, 
language comprehension and listening 
comprehension are the same thing

2. We need to teach beginning readers to:

– decode - read words and sentences accurately 

AND

– understand - know what the words and 
sentences mean
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Teach Decoding and Listening Comprehension 
Separately until Children Learn to Decode

Language 
Comprehension

Decoding
Used with permission from H. Scarborough


